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***Press Release*** 

 

The WELL Campaign Launches Campaign for 

Healthier Students and Increased Support for 

School Wellness Policies 

  
With New York State only providing "limited" coverage of students' 

mental, physical, and emotional needs, campaign calls for investment 

and action 

  
NEW YORK, N.Y. - Today, the Wellness, Equity & Learning Legislation 

(WELL) Campaign officially kicked off its campaign to secure funding in New York's State 

budget to give school districts the tools they need to support students' mental, physical, and 

emotional well-being. 

  

Started by leaders at the Laurie M. Tisch Center for Food, Education & Policy, Teachers College 

Columbia University, the WELL Campaign is urging legislators to create a New York State 

model wellness policy that can be shared with schools; invest $10 million to support target 

districts with wellness policy implementation; and create an online hub to centralize district 

wellness policies and reports. The campaign has built a broad network of campaign partners 

across the state, encompassing educators, parents, students, leaders and public health advocates, 

including: American Farmland Trust/FINYS; American Heart Association; Brighter Bites; 

Broome-Tioga BOCES; Children's Defense Fund; Hunger Solutions New York; Institute for 

Family Health/Bronx Health REACH; New York City Alliance for Healthy School Food; New 

York Lawyers for the Public Interest; New York State Association for Health, Physical 

Education, Recreation, and Dance; New York State Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics 

(NYSAND); and New York School Nutrition Association (NYSNA). 



  

It has also partnered with Red Horse Strategies and Whiteman Osterman & Hanna to continue to 

spread the word and build relationships across New York State. 

  

The challenges facing New York State's students are daunting: almost one in three New York 

children are overweight or obese while one in six New York children struggle with hunger, and 

one out of every five youth experience serious mental illness in a given year. New York ranks 

near the bottom nationally in comprehensive policies to address our students' physical, mental, 

and emotional well-being. New York students need support and resources to overcome these 

obstacles - and their school districts need help from our state government. 

  

The WELL Campaign will be organizing Days of Action for supporters across the state to raise 

awareness and urge their lawmakers to address student health and well-being. The Days of 

Action will include social media organizing as well as letters and phone calls to state lawmakers. 

If interested in participating, more information can be found here:  

https://www.wellcampaign.org/. 

  

"We're excited to announce the launch of the WELL Campaign," said Claire Raffel, Director of 

the WELL Campaign. "New York's students have limitless potential, but our state government 

must do more to give our school districts the tools they need to address our students' mental, 

physical, and emotional well-being. By creating a state wellness policy and providing funding to 

help schools implement it, we can invest a small amount in our students' future and gain a 

tremendous return on investment, while making New York a national leader in students' health 

and well-being." 

  

"The WELL Campaign is giving a voice to the parents, educators, advocates, and students, and 

bringing attention to this important issue. I am proud to stand with the WELL Campaign as a 

member of the coalition to bring wellness to our schools and I encourage anyone interested in 

this cause to join us for a Day of Action," said Colleen Corsi, Executive Director, New York 

State Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation, and Dance.  

  

"Our young people are our future - and it's up to us to create environments where they can thrive. 

One way to do this is to give our schools the resources they need to address students' health 

and well-being. The Bronx Health REACH Coalition is excited to work with 

the WELL Campaign and our elected officials to improve the culture of wellness within our 

schools," said Charmaine Ruddock, Project Director of Bronx Health REACH at the 

Institute for Family Health.   

  

More information about the WELL Campaign and Days of Action can be found 

at https://www.wellcampaign.org/. 
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